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A.
Introduction.


1.
Encode: The gospel of Jesus Christ is the 









.


2.
Decode: The listener hears through their 









.


3.
When the perceiving receptors have been damaged through unhealthy interpersonal relationships in a person’s life, the 

good news becomes the 








.



●
Loving and caring becomes hateful and 








.


4.
As we look at these parables, we can begin to 





 the extravagant love of God.


5.
The 









 of the Pharisees is what triggers these three great parables.  Luke 15:1-2 (NIV)  


6.
Key truth:  The grace of God creates a unique and distinct kind of 









.


7.
In these parables Jesus is challenging His listeners’ fundamental 








 of God, sin and 

salvation.

B.
The deeper meaning of these parables. Luke 15:3-7 (NIV)


1.
What does the “lost sheep” parable teach us?



a.
It teaches us that the sheep is lost because of its 









.



b.
It teaches us that 





 are helpless and lost.



c.
It teaches us that if you are 







 your soul on anything other than Jesus the great shepherd, 

you are like a sheep on a ledge.



d.
It teaches us that if you find a lost sheep you have to pick it up and 





 it home, because it can’t find 

its way home.



e.
The meaning is this:  Everyone is lost in sin and needs a 






.



f.
It teaches us about the 




 found in searching and finding what was lost.


2.
What does the “lost coin” parable teach us? Luke 15:8-10 (NIV)



a.
It teaches us that the coin is lost because of 










.



b.
It teaches us that the coin is 








 of finding its way home and needs someone to find it.


3.
What is Jesus teaching us about sin?



a.
Sin is deeply complex.  It is inborn in you, magnified by sinful treatment, and it is deepened and shaped by our

own 






.



b.
All people, the bad people and the good people are lost and are in need of a 






.


4.
What is Jesus teaching us about religion?



a.
All of religion is humanity’s 






 for God.



b.
Christianity says, no, God had to come down into the world to seek and to save.  Salvation must be by 







 alone and not through achievement.


5.
What does the search teach us? Luke 15:1-2 (NIV)  



a.
To eat with sinners meant it was an offer of friendship and an offer to be in 







 

demonstrating extravagant love.



b.
Jesus is saying I have come from a community in heaven that celebrates sinners saved by 






 

demonstrating extravagant love.



c.
A community is a group of individuals who have been 





 into a body through an intense common 

experience. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)



d.
I am not just lost but I am infinitely 







.



e.
If the new joy is a joy over being saved by grace, is a joy that can’t make you feel 







 to the 

people outside.  

●
It also creates an unbelievable 




 with the people on the inside.


6.
What does it mean that Jesus Christ is the shepherd?



a.
Shepherds are not 







 to sheep.



b.
Jesus’ invitation:  Give yourself to Me 








.



c.
The Passover 






.



d.
Jesus is saying you can trust Me 





.

C.
My personal action plan is:






