The Older Brother
What Kind Of God Is God #5

Community Group Lesson #5

A.
Opening question for community building.


1.
If this is a new group (1 to 6 meetings) please choose one of the two questions listed below and share your 
response.


a.
I appreciate this group because…


b.
What is your favorite season of the year and why?



c.
If this is your first group meeting, please review the “Community Group Guidelines” and discuss them 

before continuing on.

2.
If your group has been meeting for 6 or more times, please go directly to the discussion questions.

B.
Discussion Questions.


Please respond to the following questions that relate to you, skip any that don’t apply to you.

1.
We have learned that all Christians have a life long job of clarifying our view of God.  How would a person 

go about doing this on an on going basis?

2.
The younger brother believes he is no longer worthy to be called the father’s son.  What does that tell us 

about his view of what it takes to be loved and accepted?  Is this view prevalent today?

3.
If God’s grace is absolutely free and we cannot earn it or merit it in any way, what motivation is there to live 

an obedient life?


4.
In this story the elder son refused to go into the feast and is lost.  What does it mean to be lost because of 

goodness?

“…Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders…” Luke 15:29 (NIV)


5.
Jesus has revealed a number of characteristics of the two sons.  What are the characteristics of the younger 
son?  What are the characteristics of the elder son?  How are they alike?  How are they different?


6.
The first sign that a person has an elder brother type of spirit is that when your life doesn’t go as you want it 

to go, you aren’t just sorrowful by deeply angry and bitter.  What thoughts, feelings, and assumptions lead to such anger and bitterness?

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’” Luke 15:28-30 (NIV)


7.
Elder brother types of people tend to view life as duty instead of beauty.  Please describe the differences  

between duty and beauty?


8.
What is the difference between Jesus Christ being our justifier and being our own justifier?  How does being 

our own justifier affect our view of other people and ultimately our behavior towards them?

9.
From the message and this time together in your community group, what has been the most helpful thing you 

have learned and what is one thing you are going to put into practice in your life?
C.
Prayer and care time – two choices


Choice #1:
All who are willing, pray your praises and/or pray your requests.  Suggestion, you can write the 
prayer request  down on your paper as it is being prayed, and if you feel led go ahead and pray for that request as well.


Choice #2:
Share your prayer request around your circle and then lift them up in prayer.

D.
Fellowship time.







