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A.
Introduction.


1.
Jesus Christ tells us the good news about who God is.


2.
People hear what Jesus says through their own perceptions.


3.
When the perceiving receptors have been damaged through unhealthy interpersonal relationships in a person’s life, the 

good news becomes the bad news. Acts 17:27 (NIV)



●
God is present and available at all times becomes God is 







 when needed.


4.
As we look at this parable, we can begin to see and feel the extravagant love of God.

B.
The deeper meaning of this part of the parable of the two lost sons.


1.
Forgiveness is 









. Luke 15:20 (NIV)



a.
The father 





 forgiveness.



b.
The father gives forgiveness without the condition of 










. Mark 11:25 (NLT)



c.
Forgiveness means you don’t wait for the other person to take the first step.  








 the first 

step no matter what.   Matthew 18:15 (NIV); Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)


2.
Forgiveness is 










.



a.
The younger son has wronged the father in two ways and therefore he has a 









. 

Luke 15:19 (NIV)




●
He sinned against the father emotionally by 










 him.




●
He wronged the father 










.



b.
The father won’t 





 him repay the debt.



c.
The father 





 to the son.



d.
The father 







 the whole debt.



e.
Forgiveness means you choose to 







 the debt owed.



f.
There are two things you can do with a debt.




●
You can try to make them 




 you back.




●
You can choose to 






 the debt.



g.
Forgiveness is 









 the pain rather than inflicting it.



h.
God’s plan is that we choose to always forgive no matter what, and then allow 






 to be rebuilt.


3.
Forgiveness is powered from the 







.



a.
The father was filled with 











 for his son.



b.
The father runs to his son knowing that he might get 







 again.



c.
Jesus 








 our debt on the cross. Colossians 3:13 (NIV) 



d.
God gives you the 







 to forgive others, because Christ has forgiven you.




●
When you choose to absorb the debt you must learn to resist your 










 




●
When you choose to absorb the debt you must learn to release the liability or 






 the debt.


4.
What kind of community would we really be if we all took seriously this gospel of forgiveness?



a.
A community where reconciliation and relationship 






, happens all the time.



b.
A community that lets people be free from 











.

C.
My personal action plan is:






