And Kissed Him
What Kind Of God Is God #6

Community Group Lesson #6

A.
Opening question for community building.


1.
If this is a new group (1 to 6 meetings) please choose one of the two questions listed below and share your 
response.


a.
I appreciate this group because…


b.
Please share a little known fact about yourself.



c.
If this is your first group meeting, please review the “Community Group Guidelines” and discuss them 

before continuing on.

2.
If your group has been meeting for 6 or more times, please go directly to the discussion questions.

B.
Discussion Questions.


Please respond to the following questions that relate to you, skip any that don’t apply to you.

1.
People often form their perceptions of who God is as a result of incorrect expectations of God.  Please name 

some incorrect expectations that people have of God.   Where do people tend to pick up these incorrect 
expectations?

2.
The father in the story just gives the younger son forgiveness with no conditions.  Jesus is teaching us that no matter who is at fault, you are to take the first step.  What do you think Jesus is communicating to us about forgiveness?  What are some reasons why it is important that a Christian is to take the first step when it comes to forgiveness?

“…But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.” Luke 15:20 (NIV)

“But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.” Mark 11:25 (NLT)

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.” Matthew 18:15 (NIV)

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)


3.
The younger son wrongs the father in two ways.  What is the duel debt that the younger son owes?
“I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.” Luke 15:19 (NIV)


4.
What does it mean that the father absorbs the whole debt?  What does this teach us about forgiveness?


5.
The truth is this:  A person becomes a Christian through the process of repenting of his or her sins, asks to be 

forgiven and therefore experiences the moral debt being absorbed by Jesus Christ.  How does the fact that Jesus absorbs our moral debt give us the power to forgive others?


6.
There are two things you have to be able to do in order to fully forgive someone.  They are “resist 
superiority” and “release liability.”  Please explain what these two phrases mean.  How do these acts give us power to forgive others?

7.
What kind of community do you think God wants us to be in light of what we have learned about 

forgiveness?

8.
From the message and this time together in your community group, what has been the most helpful thing you 

have learned and what is one thing you are going to put into practice in your life?
C.
Prayer and care time – two choices


Choice #1:
All who are willing, pray your praises and/or pray your requests.  Suggestion, you can write the 
prayer request  down on your paper as it is being prayed, and if you feel led go ahead and pray for that request as well.


Choice #2:
Share your prayer request around your circle and then lift them up in prayer.

D.
Fellowship time.







