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A.
Introduction.


1.
Jesus Christ tells us the good news about who God is.


2.
People hear what Jesus says through their own perceptions.

3.
When the perceiving receptors have been damaged through unhealthy interpersonal relationships in a person’s life, the good news becomes the bad news.



●
God, the giver of good gifts, becomes God the 







. James 1:16-17 (NIV)


4.
These parables give us a clear 







 of God’s extravagant love towards us.

B.
The deeper meaning of this part of the parable of the two lost sons. Luke 15:24 (NIV)


1.
The character of sonship.



a.
Sonship was a 






.



b.
The family name was very 








 in this ancient culture.



c.
The son’s job was to carry on the family 









.


2.
The practice of sonship… Galatians 3:26, 28-29 (NIV); Galatians 4:4-7 (NIV)



a.
Means all believers are called 




.



b.
Gives believers deep 









.



c.
Gives believers intimate 






 to the Father.



d.
Gives believers a future 





.


3.
The results of sonship…



a.
Means all believers are 







 brothers and sisters.



b.
Creates a community where there is undifferentiated unconditional 











.



c.
Creates a community where there is 











.



d.
Creates a community where there is life shaping 







.


4.
The only way that the younger son could become an heir again was at the expense of the 




















.


5.
The true elder brother is 











.



a.
The knowledge and understanding of this sacrificial love is what changes us and turns us into a 










.

C.
My personal action plan is:






