We Had To Celebrate
What Kind Of God Is God #8

Community Group Lesson #8

A.
Opening question for community building.


1.
If this is a new group (1 to 6 meetings) please choose one of the two questions listed below and share your 
response.


a.
I appreciate this group because…


b.
Please share a little known fact about yourself.



c.
If this is your first group meeting, please review the “Community Group Guidelines” and discuss them 

before continuing on.

2.
If your group has been meeting for 6 or more times, please go directly to the discussion questions.

B.
Discussion Questions.


Please respond to the following questions that relate to you, skip any that don’t apply to you.

1.
What positive images come to mind when you hear the word “home”?


2.
The younger son is alienated from the father, has lost his home and ends up in exile.  In telling this story, 

Jesus is really saying to us that all people everywhere are prodigal sons.  What do you think this statement means, “we are all prodigal sons”?

3.
In what sense are we in exile and not home, even though we have a home or house here on this earth?


4.
Jesus includes in the two previous parables a component of someone going out to find the lost sheep, and to 
find the lost coin, however, no one goes out to search for the lost son.  What do you think Jesus was communicating to his listeners that day?  What does it mean to us today?

5.
We discover that the elder son is the one who would have been expected to go out and find his younger 
brother and bring him home, but he didn’t go.  What is Jesus communicating to His listeners and then to us today?
“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” Luke 15:31-32 (NIV)


6.
We discovered that there was no way for the father to bring the younger son back home except at the expense 

of the elder son.  Why?  What truth is Jesus leading us to, at this point?


7.
We now discovered that none other than Jesus Christ is our true elder brother.  What does that truth 

communicate to us?  What are the different feelings that this truth evokes in us?


8.
What does this story reveal about what a true biblical functioning community would look like?
9.
From the message and this time together in your community group, what has been the most helpful thing you 

have learned and what is one thing you are going to put into practice in your life?
C.
Prayer and care time – two choices


Choice #1:
All who are willing, pray your praises and/or pray your requests.  Suggestion, you can write the 
prayer request down on your paper as it is being prayed, and if you feel led, go ahead and pray for that request as well.


Choice #2:
Share your prayer requests around your circle and then lift them up in prayer.

D.
Fellowship time.







