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A.
Introduction and review.


1.
Nothing impacts a child’s life more than a parental 










.


2.
Three key questions to ask as a parent at every stage along the parenting pathway…



a.
What am I doing to 








 my child’s relationship with those outside the home?



b.
What am I doing to 








 my child’s relationship with God?



c.
What am I doing to 








 my child’s relationship with me?


3.
The relationship that your kids have with you, as their parent, will do more to set them up for 






 

or failure relationally, than any other relationship.

B.
Keys to determine the weight of your influence.


1.
The trend of our culture is to make children “experience rich” and relationally 





.



a.
If you live that trend out in your family, then you will have 







 your kids of the key 

ingredients for success later in life.


2.
Two reasons why you need to build a strong relationship with your kids.



a.
The quality of your relationship with your children will determine the weight of your 








.




●
You will always want to have a 





 of influence.




●
Key principle:  As parents, if you don’t quickly shift from control to influence, you will 






 

your relationship with your children.




●
When parents feel like they are losing influence they will resort to negative 








 

consequences, which will further erode influence.

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4 (NIV)

“And now a word to you parents. Don’t keep on scolding and nagging your children, making them angry and resentful. Rather, bring them up with the loving discipline the Lord himself approves, with suggestions and godly advice.” Ephesians 6:4 (TLB)




●
The words “bring them up” means to 








.



b.
Your relationship with your children is what sets them up for their 






 relationships.




●
When you choose to invest in your relationship with your kids, you are laying a foundation for 









 health.


3.
Big idea truths…



a.
Emotionally healthy people will generally have 







 relationships.



b.
Emotionally unhealthy people will generally have 







 relationships.



c.
Your relationship with your kids and their 







 choices will determine their emotional health.


4.
Two things needed to have a great relationship with your kids…



a.
Your kids have to feel 







.



b.
Your kids have to have your 





.


5.
Two ways to get back what you may have lost to over control…



a.
You will need to do your best to 





 your way back in.



b.
You will need to switch from control to 








.

C.
My personal action plan is:






