The Gap Choice

How To Stay In Love #6

November 8, 2009 – 11:00 AM



















Pastor Larry M. Cranston

A.
Introduction and review.


1.
Some people when it comes to relationships tend to assume the 







.


2.
Some people when it comes to relationships tend to assume the 





.


3.
Falling in love requires a pulse, but staying in love requires a 




.


4.
Is it possible for two people to fall in love and stay in love 








?



a.
This is the 










 of God in us.



b.
You need to choose to make love a 






 if you are going to stay in love forever.



c.
You also will need to take your 




 from God.



d.
You will also need to choose to become more and more 









 with each other.



e.
If you want to stay in love forever, you will have to learn to add 







 to your spouse.



f.
Your ability to stay in love has as much to do with the condition of your 






 as it does with the 

behavior of your spouse or partner. Proverbs 4:23 (NLT)



g.
Your choice to build trust with your spouse or significant other creates a 









 for love 

to grow.


5.
How you handle your unmet expectations will determine the 









 of your love relationship.

B.
The gap choice. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV)


1.
In every relationship there is a gap between what we 







 and how people behave.


2.
In the gap we make a choice all the time to either believe the best or assume the 






.



a.
We begin to develop an 









 when there is a gap.


3.
In every relationship we put 









 in that gap.


4.
There are two things that determine what we are going to put in the gap.



a.
What you 




.



b.
Who you 




.


5.
People who stay in love have learned to “believe the best”.



a.
That means they are 








.


6.
What you choose to put in the gap begins in your 






. 1 Corinthians 13:7 (NIV)


7.
Love always…



a.
Protects the 








 of the relationship.



b.
Trusts by looking for a generous 








.



c.
Hopes by assuming the 





.



d.
Perseveres by 







 for the good.


8.
When you choose to assume the worst, you have contributed to the 






 of your marriage.  You are a 

participant.


9.
Key truth:  The last thing that your spouse wants to do is to 









 you.



a.
When you choose to go negative, it communicates to your spouse that no matter how hard you try you will never be 

able to 








 up.


10.
The most powerful thing you can do is to choose to 







 the best.



a.
This decision creates 








 in the relationship.



b.
When you choose to create margin by believing the best, you are communicating 






.


11.
Key principle:  Our hearts are always drawn to where there is 










. Luke 6:31 (NLT)

C.
My personal action plan is:
