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A.
Introduction and review.


1.
How do you typically handle conflict?


2.
Is it possible for two people to fall in love and stay in love forever?



a.
This is the thumb-print of God in us.



b.
You need to choose to make love a verb if you are going to stay in love forever.



c.
You also will need to take your cue from God.



d.
You will also need to choose to become more and more authentic with each other.



e.
If you want to stay in love forever, you will have to learn to add value to your spouse.



f.
Your ability to stay in love has as much to do with the condition of your heart as it does with the behavior of your 

spouse or partner.



g.
Your choice to build trust with your spouse or significant other creates a foundation for love to grow.



h.
What you choose to put in the gap between expectations and behavior will either build or destroy the marriage.



i.
If you want God’s best in a marriage partner you must have spiritual and life purpose compatibility.  It also helps to 

have personal compatibility.



j.
If you want to make your marriage last forever, you will need to with God’s help, overcome the common four things 

that cause a marriage to break down and learn how to make the most of what you have.


3.
The issue regarding conflict is not whether we have conflict or not, but rather how we 







 the 

conflict. Mark 3:25 (TLB)

B.
Resolving conflict.


1.
What is the root of conflict? James 4:1 (NCV)


2.
The five ways that people deal with conflict.



a.



 way.



b.



 way.



c.






 way.



d.






 way.



e.






 way.


3.
Step #1: Call on 




 for help. James 4:2 (NIV)



a.
Conflict often occurs when we 










 to meet needs that only God himself can meet.



b.
Sooner or later the root emotion “fear” says I am afraid my spouse won’t meet my needs, and when he or she 

doesn’t that produces 






.


4.
Step #2: Confess 







 of the conflict.



a.
To keep your marriage brimming with love, when you are wrong admit it and when you are right 









. Matthew 7:3,5 (GNB)



b.
It is selfishness and an unwillingness to 






 that will destroy a marriage.


5.
Step #3: Convene a 






 conference.



a.
Conflict gets 






 when you leave it alone. Matthew 5:23-24 (GNB)



b.
How do you do a peace conference?




●
You will need to choose the 









.




●
You will need to choose the 










.




●
You will need to choose a 








 attitude.


6.
Step #4: Choose to cut out 








 language. Colossians 3:8-9 (NLT)


7.
Step #5: Consider my mate’s 









.



a.
The secret of resolving conflict is learning to 










 where the other person is coming 

from.



b.
You must learn to consider the doubts and 






 of your spouse. Romans 15:2 (TLB); Philippians 

2:4 (NEB)


8.
Step #6: Concentrate on 











, not resolution

.



a.
Reconciliation means to 










 the relationship.



b.
Resolution means to 







 every issue. James 3:17 (TLB) Colossians 3:15 (TLB)

C.
My personal action plan is:
